
Country in Focus: El Salvador (1)

El Salvador, on the Pacific Coast of Central America, is the smallest and 
most-densely populated Spanish-speaking state in the Americas. The land is 
subtropical and prone to earthquakes. Coffee growing and light industry are 
the main economic activities. More than 3.5 million Salvadorans live abroad 
and their remittances help many stay out of poverty.

Centuries of exploitation by the ruling class, followed by years of devastating civil war, 
have held back development of this impoverished nation. During the civil war, more than 
75,000 people died, many at the hands of leftist death squads. In recent years, rapid 
social and demographic shifts have changed the face of the country, including an influx of 
population moving to urban areas, where many dislocated youth have joined powerful gangs 
called maras.

The constitution recognizes the legal status of the Catholic Church, but there is religious 
freedom for other denominations and faiths. The percentage of evangelicals increased from 
2 percent of the population in 1960 to the current 35 percent today.

Prayer concerns:

•  Pray for recovery from the social and psychological wounds of centuries of oppression and 
12 years of civil war.

•  Pray for the dislocated and fatherless youth of the country to find stability and love in the 
church.

•  Pray for theological and leadership training—both greatly in demand by the growing evan-
gelical church.

•  Pray for culturally sensitive church planting among the Amerindian population, who have 
been treated horribly in recent years.

Continued on page 2

Kanye West Fans 
Request 10,000 Bibles (2)

A Bible giveaway program sparked by 
Kanye West’s new album has surpassed 

expectations. A spokesperson for the 
American Bible Society said that more 
than 10,000 free Bibles have been given 
away as part of a “Bibles for Kanye 
Fans” initiative that launched after Kanye 
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Kanye West Fans Request 10,000 Bibles, continued from page 1

released his album Jesus Is King. Originally, 
the goal was to ship out 1,000 Bibles.

The American Bible Society got the idea 
for the giveaway after noticing a spike in 
Google searches for information about 
Christianity the week the album was 
released. 

“Kanye West’s album has had an 
immediate effect on the current news cycle. 
Jesus Is King was a trending internet search 
last week with over 1 million queries on 

Google alone,” John Farquhar Plake, director 
of ministry intelligence at the American 
Bible Society, said. 

 Kanye West was the number one trending 
topic on Google on the day he released his 
album, while Jesus ranked number four, 
according to Google data. Among specific 
search queries, Jesus Is King ranked fourth. 
What do Christians believe? also saw a 

spike that week.

No one is surprised 
when doctors, lawyers, 

financial advisors, or others 
in high-intensity jobs 
experience work-related 
stress, and we recognize 
that such jobs can take a toll 
physically as well as mentally 
both on the employee and 
their family.

 But we often forget that 
pastors are also prone to 
high rates of burnout and 
are not immune to stress-
related problems from their 
work such as anxiety or 
depression. Here are five 
ways to support your pastor.

1. Build up your pastor with 
words of affirmation. 
Pastors often spend many 
hours on sermon prepa-
ration each week. Rather 
than criticize, show love to 
your pastor with thanks for 
the time spent preparing 
the sermon. 

2. Show kindness to your 
pastor. While you may 

only see your pastor 
once a week, remember 
that they are constantly 
on call for anyone who 
needs help, comfort, or 
counsel. Take a moment 
to give them a call or 
email them—not to ask for 
something but rather just 
to say you appreciate what 
they do and to ask if there 
is anything you can do to 
be of assistance to them. 

3. Encourage your pastor 
to fellowship with other 
pastors. Ministry is hard, 
and it is often solitary 
work. Encourage your pas-
tor to regularly meet, pray, 
and fellowship with other 
pastors so they can minis-
ter to each other and sup-
port each other. This may 
be one of the few places 
that they can speak freely 
and get help, counsel, and 
encouragement. 

4. Pray for your pas-
tor. Prayer is a mighty tool 

the Lord uses, and prayer 
is something everyone 
can do. God’s enemies 
never stop trying to tear 
down Christ’s church, 
and God’s people must 
remember that prayer is a 
weapon against such at-
tacks. 

5. Be gracious. Pastors are 
held to a high standard, 
and they should be. Yet, 
we must also remember 
that they and their fami-
lies have normal deci-
sions to make like other 
families. Be gracious 
when something they do 
doesn’t seem to line up 
with your expectations. 
Pastors are also humans 
who need patience, love, 
and understanding, just 
like their brothers and 
sisters in Christ to whom 
they are ministering. 

This month you can . . . 
Support Your Pastor



Violence Rises in 
Ethiopia (3)

Ethiopian prime minister Abiy Ahmed 
recently announced that violent tensions 
in his country have risen, with thousands 
displaced and over thirty churches burned 
in the past two years. Recently, nearly 90 
citizens were also killed in a violent protest 
over religion and ethnicity.

The protest was sparked by activist Jawar 
Mohammed who claimed that government 
officials were trying to silence him. The 
Ethiopian Human Rights Commission 
estimates that 10 out of the 89 deaths from 
the protest were caused by government 
security forces. Churches and at least one 
mosque were also hit during the attack. 
The protestors killed were from the Oromo 
and Amhara ethnic groups and were both 
Muslim and Christian. In addition, over 400 
people were arrested.

The prime minister recently made 
headlines as the recipient of a Nobel Peace 
Prize. The 43-year-old activist is known 
for his reconciliation efforts. He ended a 
border war with the neighboring country of 
Eritrea and released thousands of political 
prisoners, as well as brought healing 
to a division in the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Tewahedo Church, which is the largest 
religious group in Ethiopia.

The Internal Displacement Monitoring 

Center estimates that 2.9 million people 
have been displaced by violence in Ethiopia, 
the highest among the world. Many experts 
fear that with elections approaching next 
year, the country may continue to experience 
political upheaval and unrest. 

Attacks in Syria Target 
Christians, Civilians (4)

Away from the front lines of an ongoing 
offensive by Turkey against Syrian forces, 
terror attacks struck at the heart of northeast 
Syria’s beleaguered civilians, targeting 
Christians. 

Two recent suicide bombings exploded in 
Qamishli, a city jointly patrolled by the semi-
autonomous Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
and the Syrian army. A car bomb went off in 
a market and nearby hotel, rattling buildings 
and shattering glass in a busy commercial 
area. Eyewitnesses reported 5 dead and 
about 40 wounded in the blast. Moments 
later a motorcycle bomber struck the 
Chaldean Catholic Church only blocks away. 
Qamishli is a historically Christian area, and 
the church is one of 11, including Orthodox, 
Catholic, and Protestant congregations.

Soon after the bombings came reports of 
the killing of Qamishli’s Armenian Catholic 
priest, Hovsep Petoyan, along with his 
father, Abraham Petoyan. Armed attackers 
shot them as they traveled south by road to 
Deir Ezzor. 
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Sudanese Minister 
Signals Freedom of 
Religion in New Era (5)

In another sign that Islamist elements 
hostile to Christianity in Sudan could be 
reined in, the minister of religious affairs 
has reiterated that Christian properties 
confiscated under the previous regime 
would be returned.

Acknowledging that Christians were 
persecuted and endured “very bad practices” 
under the regime of former President Omar 
al-Bashir, Minister of Religious Affairs Nasr 
al-Din Mufreh was quoted as saying property 
stolen from Sudanese Christians would be 
returned through court proceedings.

He also invited expelled Jews to return 
to Sudan, drawing criticism from Muslim 
hardliners. Mufreh added that Christians 
and people of other beliefs are free to 
practice their faith in Sudan.

“[Christians] are Sudanese, and their 
religion is heavenly with its values and 

beliefs,” Mufreh said, claiming that 
Christians have such a presence in Sudan 
that they should not be described as a 
minority. Christians are expected to have a 
greater voice under the new administration. 

Sudan ranked sixth on Christian support 
organization Open Doors’ 2019 World Watch 
List of countries where it is most difficult to 
be a Christian. 

Americans to Religious 
Organizations: Stay Out 
of Politics (6)

As Americans gear up for a long and bitterly 
contentious presidential election year, 
their message to religious leaders and 
institutions couldn’t be clearer: Keep out.

That’s the finding in the latest Pew 
Research poll, which found that 63 percent 
of Americans say churches and other houses 
of worship should stay out of politics, and 
76 percent said religious congregations 
should not make political endorsements.

The view that religion should not have as 
big a role in politics cuts across religious 
faiths. Jews and the religiously unaffiliated 
are more likely than Christians to oppose 
mixing religion and politics. Even among 
Christians, however, 70 percent say 
churches and other houses of worship 
should not endorse candidates for political 
office, and more than half say churches 
should keep out of political matters.
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I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them;  
intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them.

1 TIMOTHY 2:1


