
Country in Focus: Chad (1)

The Republic of Chad is a landlocked country in central Africa with a 
population of 15 million. Chad has an agricultural economy where 80 
percent engage in subsistence farming and raising livestock. Lack of rainfall, 
severe droughts, distance from the sea, post-independence civil wars, and 
poor infrastructure hinder any economic progress. Corruption at all levels of 

government is rampant. 
Despite these problems, and despite being a Muslim-majority country, Chad maintains 

religious freedom, and Christian missionaries and aid workers continue to be welcomed. 
Groups of believers from Muslim backgrounds continue to grow. African tribal religions 
are resurgent in the country, partly because of a desire to return to African roots, but many 
people groups are being reached for the first time. 

Prayer concerns:

• Pray for a stable government and an end to endemic corruption.

• Pray that religious freedom would be maintained in the face of threats from foreign militant 
Islamic groups.

• Pray for the training of pastors and evangelists despite the challenges of poverty, instabil-
ity, and violence.

• Pray for missionaries to reach the many people groups in Chad through pioneer church 
planting and Bible translation.

Continued on page 2

Ten Years of Terrorism  
in Nigeria (2)

A decade after Boko Haram began a bloody 
campaign to impose sharia (Islamic law) on 
all of Nigeria, Christian leaders say some 
areas are still under the control of the 
terrorists. The Rev. Mohammed Abubakar 
Naga, chairman of the Borno state chapter 

of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), 
said that the terrorists are still active in 
the northeastern part of the country where 
the group originated and have displaced 
thousands of people, effectively closing 
many churches.

After beginning a violent campaign to 
establish an Islamic caliphate in northern 
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Ten Years of Terrorism in Nigeria, continued from page 1

Nigeria 10 years ago, Boko Haram has killed 
an estimated 35,000 civilians, and 37 aid 
workers have lost their lives in the course of 
serving those displaced by the attacks.

Initially targeting government and 
police officials as part of its campaign 
against corruption, the insurgency has 
increasingly struck Christian educational 
institutions, health facilities, and worship 
sites, sometimes destroying entire Christian 
communities. Christians have been either 
killed or forced to flee to other parts of the 
country or to countries like Cameroon and 
Niger.

Wheaton College 
Students Contest 
Millennium Park 
Evangelism Ban (3)

Four Christian students from Wheaton 
College are suing the city of Chicago over 
rules that they say restrict their ability 

to share the gospel in public parks. The 
students, who are part of a Chicago 
Evangelism Team overseen by the Office 
of Christian Outreach at Wheaton College, 
claim they have been prevented from 
evangelizing by security personnel working 
at the downtown Millennium Park.

The students are now fighting back 
with a lawsuit. “We desire to exercise our 
constitutional right to free speech through 
sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” said 
student Matt Swart. “For the sake of every 
citizen who desires to make use of the rights 
our forefathers bled for, we pray that the City 
of Chicago amends their unconstitutional 
code.”

City officials say they are keeping 
the peace in the park by prohibiting 

“disruptive conduct.” “Any conduct, even 
if not specifically noted in these rules, is 
prohibited in the park if it interferes with 
or disrupts another visitor’s peaceful 
enjoyment of performance or amenity in the 

Christmas and Easter are 
obviously the weekends 
you can expect the most 
newcomers to your church, 
but you should always be 
refining the journey from 
visitors to members. Here 
are four ways you can bring 
more of those newcomers 
back:

1. Follow up in a timely man-
ner. An email, phone call,  
text, or letter is an ap-
propriate next step after 
someone gives you their 
contact information. Fol-
low-up should begin while 
your service is still fresh in 

someone’s mind.

2. Set reasonable expecta-
tions. When you tell peo-
ple exactly how you intend 
to use their information, 
you establish trust by 
removing any questions 
people may have about 
what will happen next. 

3. Provide a clear next step. 
During the service, you 
might direct new people to 
a particular booth where 
they can receive a free gift. 
Or maybe you prefer to 
mail people a gift (which 
creates more incentive 
for them to give you their 

address). Whatever your 
ideal next step for visitors 
is, it should be completely 
clear what you’d like them 
to do. 

4. Make your follow-up per-
sonal. Whatever you send 
visitors should be spe-
cially directed to some-
one who just came to 
your church for the first 
time. Introduce them to 
your staff or give an ex-
planation of your church’s 
mission. Show them what 
your church is all about 
and share about the peo-
ple at your church.

This month you can . . . 
Get Visitors to Come Back  
to Your Church



Continued on page 4

park,” the policy states.
Under these rules, the Christian students 

were asked to stop soliciting park-goers 
with their evangelistic materials. According 
to the complaint, several more instances 
occurred where the students were blocked 
from sharing the gospel.

“On at least one occasion, a Park employee 
informed the Students that they could not 
discuss religion in the Park and ordered the 
Students to leave the Park if they wanted to 
talk about religion,” the complaint noted.

Pastor Jailed and 
Tortured in Eritrea (4)

A pastor who ministered in Eritrea said that 
he was tortured, starved, and forced to do 
hard labor while he was imprisoned in the 
country. Pastor Gabriel was first jailed in 
1998 for about a month, along with other 
church members. His second time, he was 
imprisoned for three years even though his 
sentence was for only six months. He says 
he was kept longer because he is a Christian 
pastor. 

Gabriel fled the country after his release. 
He said once he was tied up and hit in 
the head with a stick for about an hour. 
Another time he was locked inside a metal 
shipping container for two weeks of solitary 
confinement. He said prisoners were only 

given a small amount of food every 18 hours 
and they were forced to collect and to carry 
stones that would be used in construction 
work.

During his imprisonment, a nurse told 
Gabriel to reject his Christian beliefs 
so the beatings would stop. The nurse 
suggested that Gabriel could later continue 
his Christian faith once he was out of jail. 
Gabriel refused.

He also said the Christian prisoners 
divided up a Bible so each could have 
Scripture with them. Gabriel’s part was the 
book of Revelation.

Chinese Pastors 
Ordered to Preach 
Confucius (5)

Christian pastors across China are being 
forced to incorporate the teachings of 
Confucius in their sermons, and some 
churches have even been ordered to hold 
classes to study the ancient philosopher’s 
ideas. Confucius is considered the most 
famous teacher and philosopher in East 
Asian culture. His teachings are compiled in 
the Analects of Confucius. 

The government’s Religious Affairs 
Bureau in the province of Henan ordered all 
Three-Self pastors in Yuzhou city to prepare 
their sermons based on a book called The 
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Analects Encounter the Bible, which 
compares Christianity to the teachings 
of Confucius. (Three-Self churches are 
Protestant congregations registered with 
the government.) In other regions, Three-
Self churches hold classes comparing the 
Bible to the Analects. 

“An Analects study class takes all day 
long,” a house church member in Shandong 

province told Bitter Winter magazine. “The 
participants even had to take photos 
holding the Bible in one hand and the 
Analects in the other and post the images 
online.”

 “The Chinese Communist Party is subtly 
changing our faith,” a Three-Self church 
pastor said. “Since reading the Bible is now 
the same as reading the Analects, doesn’t it 
mean it suffices to read the Analects and to 
believe in Confucius?” 

Dallas “Grand Wedding” 
Joins Cohabitating 
Couples (6)

Earlier this month, 24 couples held hands 
and committed to a lifetime of marriage in 
the fourth annual Grand Wedding at Dallas-
based Concord Church. The wedding is an 
all-expenses-paid event made possible 
by generous vendors—including artists, 
hairstylists, and musicians—from the 
congregation and concludes Pastor Bryan 
Carter’s 90-day “Cohabitation Challenge.”

The challenge, started four years ago by 
Carter, encourages couples to either move 
out or get married. The congregation offers 
to pay rent for anyone who decides to move 
out, and couples who choose marriage 
enter 90 days of premarital counseling and 
relationship classes, as well as mentorship 
with a married couple for a year.

“It helps us to model the gospel, because 
the gospel is redemptive,” Carter said 
to Christianity Today. “It’s not just about 
us calling out a struggle that people may 
have, but let’s talk about how I can move 
from where I was to the place where God is 
honored.”

The congregation wanted to tackle 
cohabitation because of the negative effects 
it can have on families.

The challenge has seen great success 
over the years, having married over 80 
couples and seeing seven professions of 
faith in the last challenge. 

Chinese Pastors Ordered to Preach Confucius, continued from page 3
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Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances,  
for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:17-18


