
Country in Focus: Barbados (1)

Barbados is the most easterly island in the Windward Islands. The 175-square-
mile island is one of the most prosperous and successful of the island states in 
the Caribbean. The diverse economy is based on tourism, sugar, light industry, 
and off-shore banking. The citizens have enjoyed a parliamentary government 
since 1647, and the country became independent from England in 1966. The 

legacy of slavery continues to impact the island, though the government and churches have 
continued to make attempts at public repentance.

Since it was settled in 1627, the dominant religion of Barbados has been Christianity, 
with nearly 95 percent of the population claiming that faith, and 35 percent claiming to be 
evangelical. But despite overwhelming religious profession, real commitment to Jesus is the 
exception rather than the rule. Growing materialism and theological liberalism, decreasing 
church attendance, and increasing violence and crime are all symptoms of spiritual decline. 
Young people desperately need spiritual guidance, especially as the culture of immorality 
is pervasive, and even church-going teens are subject to temptations. In addition, there is 
increasing acceptance of the occult as well as intensified efforts by Muslims and Mormons to 
win those who are disillusioned by what they see as the failure of traditional Christianity. 

Prayer Concerns:

•  Pray for unity among denominational leaders—especially between established churches and 
the many fast-growing independent churches.

• Pray for Christians to be bold in their witness.

•  Pray that ministries like YFC and YWAM would have a positive impact on the youth of Barbados.

Continued on page 2

Local Church Rebuilds 
Sudanese Woman’s 
Home;  She Becomes 
Christian (2)

A Sudanese woman has given her life to 
Jesus after being helped by a group of 

compassionate Christians. Native to war-
torn South Sudan, “Abuk”  and her four 
children had nowhere else to turn after their 
house was destroyed in a fire. “When my 
house burned down, I used to sleep here on 
the floor with my children in my arms,” she 
told Samaritan’s Purse. “I didn’t take them 
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Local Church Rebuilds Sudanese Woman’s Home;  She Becomes Christian, continued from page 1

anywhere. I was discouraged, hopeless and 
crying. I had no resources of my own to build 
a new house, and I had nobody else to help 
me.”

But when a local church heard of the 
woman’s predicament, they immediately 
stepped in to help, displaying the love of 
God in a practical way. “We found Abuk at 
the house where it burned, raised the issue 
with the members of the church and joined 
hands to build the house,” explained Rev. 
Daniel Lual of the Episcopal Church of South 
Sudan.

Abuk said that she was overwhelmed 
by the church’s kindness to her at such a 
difficult time. “The people of God comforted 
me, for I was devastated and hopeless,” 
she said. “So I turned to God and placed my 
trust in Him.”

Teen Vogue Teaches 
Teens How to Get an 
Abortion (3)

Teen Vogue has been using Snapchat, a 
popular social media app, to help teenagers 
obtain an abortion. Building on a recent 
article titled “How to Get an Abortion If  
You’re a Teen,” the magazine’s Snapchat 
story laid out exactly how to get the 
procedure without parental consent. “No 
matter what your parents’ abstract views are, 
they might behave far more tenderly when 
their own child needs access to abortion 

care,” the article read, before offering a 
step-by-step guide on how to circumvent 
the authority of their parents.

“There is another legal option in many 
states that would let you get an abortion 
without parental approval called a judicial 
bypass procedure—but it takes time and 
involves testifying before a judge,” the 
story continued. “In any case, you can also 
contact your local abortion fund if you need 
help paying for it on your own.”

 “This is atrocious,” tweeted pro-life 
organization Live Action in response to the 
story.

In an article on the controversy, the 
group noted that “if anything, teens and 
parents should be encouraged to be more 
involved in each other’s lives, because 
when unplanned pregnancies occur, a 
supportive and caring family can make all 
the difference for a terrified girl.”

“Anyone who wants to pit children against 
their parents is no friend to families. All 
they’re doing is helping the abortion 
industry to make more profits,” Live Action 
added.

Trump Administration 
Spares Bibles from 
Tariffs (4)

The Trump administration has decided to 
give Bibles a free pass amid an escalating 
tariff war between the US and China.

It is that time of year when 
many make plans to read 

through the entire Bible in 
one year. There are many 
one-year Bibles available, 
and everyone should easily 
be able to locate a version 

and translation that is best 
suited to their needs. There 
are even two-year Bibles 
available for people who are 
truly pressed for time. Many 
one-year Bible reading plans 
are available on the Internet 

if one prefers to use their own 
copy of the Scriptures. Why 
not give it a try this year? The 
New Year is a perfect time to 
start.

This month you can . . . 
Plan to Read Through  
the Bible in 2020
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In May, Christian publishers began to 
panic as Bibles and other religious texts 
printed in China, together totaling some 65 
percent of the 2018 US brochures and leaflet 
imports, were set to be slapped with tariffs 
of up to 25 percent. Christian publishers 
and Bible translators repeatedly warned 
that financial restrictions on the printing 
of the Bible would restrict its proliferation 
across the globe.

Recently, however, the US Trade 
Representative’s office (USTR) published 
two lists of items that will be subjected to 
the 10 percent hike in tariff charge starting 
in September and December respectively. 
The Bible, USTR said, will be spared from 
both. “Bibles and other religious literature 
are among the items removed from the tariff 
list and will not face additional tariffs of 10 
percent,” USTR confirmed to Christianity 
Today in a statement.

The decision to axe tariffs on the importing 
of Bibles has been widely celebrated by 
Christian leaders. “I am pleased to see today 
that US tariffs on China will now exempt the 
Bibles printed in China,” tweeted Russell 
Moore, president of the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission (ERLC) of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The announcement is 

“welcome news” for many publishers and 

ministries, he added.
The ERLC also clarified why such an 

overwhelming proportion of American Bibles 
are printed in China as opposed to at home 
in the United States. “Like encyclopedias 
and textbooks, Bibles contain a large 
amount of text that must be formatted to a 
bound book on thin paper. China has been 
specializing in this printing technology for 
decades and is home to the world’s largest 
Bible-printing company, printing at least 150 
million Bibles in 2016,” the ERLC explained. 

“To import Bibles from a country other than 
China would require time, extensive quality 
tests, and higher prices incompatible with 
the high and consistent demand for Bibles 
in the United States.”

Turkish President Lays 
Stone for First New 
Church Building in 
Turkey in 100 Years (5)

Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan laid 
the foundation stone for the nation’s first 
new church building in the nearly 100 years 
since the nation’s founding in 1923, saying it 
reflects the country’s religious diversity. The 
building in Istanbul will house the Syrian 
Orthodox Christian community, which 
currently does not have its own building and 
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is sharing space in a Catholic church. Islam 
is the country’s majority religion. 

“Our geographic location has been the 
center of religious, ethnic, cultural, and 
racial diversity,” Erdogan said during a 
ceremony. “Our hearts and doors have 
always been open to the oppressed who 

come here from anywhere—from Spain, to 
the Caucasians from Eastern Europe, to 
Northern Africa.”

According to Open Doors’ World Watch 
List 2019 report, Turkey is still number 26 
on their list of countries “where it’s most 
dangerous to follow Jesus.” “Over the last 
year, the situation in Turkey has deteriorated 
significantly for Christians as President 
Erdogan’s powers grow,” the report said. 

“Churches there try to maintain a low profile, 
especially after the two-year case of US 
Pastor Andrew Brunson who was unjustly 

jailed there and released in late 2018. 
Religious nationalism continues to grow to 
new heights.”

Four Christians Arrested 
in Nepal for Preaching (6)

Four believers were arrested in Nepal 
on charges of “preaching Christianity.” 
According to International Christian Concern 
(ICC), authorities confiscated a bag of faith-
based literature at the time of the arrest, and 
the men are currently being detained under 
the country’s draconian anti-conversion 
law. ICC’s Regional Manager for South Asia, 
William Stark, noted the detainees are 

“unable to afford lawyers to represent them” 
at this time, and they remain behind bars 
until a trial can be arranged.

The anti-conversion law states that “No 
person shall . . . convert another person 
from one religion to another or [do] any 
act or conduct that may jeopardize other’s 
religion.” Likewise, a new penal code warns 
that “no person shall convert anyone from 
one religion to another or make attempt 
to or abet such conversion.” Violating the 
penal code can result in a fine of up to 
50,000 rupees and possibly a sentence of 
five years behind bars. 

Seventeen Christians have been accused 
and arrested under the anti-conversion 
law in 2019 alone. Those arrested include 
both Nepalese Christians and foreigners, 
including two Americans. Arrests of 
foreign Christians have resulted in forced 
deportations. 
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The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayers of the righteous.
PROVERBS 15:29


