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Country in Focus: Sierra Leone (1)
The Republic of Sierra Leone is a small African coastal state between Guinea
and Liberia, one rich in natural resources. But in the final decade of the
previous century, its descent into anarchy caused the economy to collapse,
and Sierra Leone has become possibly the most desperate country in the
world. Since 2002, order has slowly begun to take hold, but huge infusions
of outside aid are required to prop up the state. Two main obstacles are endemic corruption
and the need to rebuild the entire infrastructure. Poverty is widespread and unemployment
runs as high as 80 percent. There is freedom of religion, and Islam steadily increases in
influence—all while ethnic religions and secret occult societies still flourish.
Prayer concerns:
• Most people suffer greatly and are mired in poverty—the majority of citizens survive on
less than one dollar a day.
• While Sierra Leone was the first African country to be evangelized (the first Protestant
church was founded in 1785), only 13 percent of the country claims to be Christian.
• The lack of spiritual, biblically trained leadership is critical—disruption from ongoing
internal conflicts has crippled theological education.
• Expatriate missions have ministered in Sierra Leone for two centuries, but the country
remains a pioneer field. Much work was wiped out during recent conflicts and will need to
be restarted.
• Bible translation work continues in four native languages—and translations in two
languages have recently been completed.
• Some 10,000 child soldiers fought in recent conflicts. Now grown, many have found
reintegration into normal society to be very difficult.

Iranian Christians Sent
Back to Jail (2)
Two Iranian Christians, Saheb Fadaie and
Fatemeh Bakhteri, refused to renounce their

faith in exchange for freedom and were sent
back to jail to await a verdict. The two would
not deny Christ during the court hearing in
Tehran.
Continued on page 2
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The two men are charged with “spreading
propaganda against the regime,” which
reportedly involved discussing Christian
doctrines in a house church regarding
the ascendancy of Christ and the ultimate
authority of the Bible. The doctrines were
interpreted as being attacks on Islam.
Fadaie was already serving a 10-year
sentence for “acting against national
security” by “promoting Zionist Christianity”
and running house churches.

Most Americans
Support Major Abortion
Restrictions (3)

According to a new survey, a majority of
Americans, including most Democrats,
support tighter restrictions on abortion,
restrictions that are prohibited by Roe v.
Wade and companion rulings.
The poll of 1,066 adults found that 75
percent of Americans say abortion should
be limited to—at most—the “first three
months of pregnancy.” This includes 92
percent of Republicans, 78 percent of
Independents, and 60 percent of Democrats.
Even 61 percent of people who identify as
pro-choice want abortion to be limited to
the first trimester.
The Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade

This month you can . . .

Become a More Welcoming Church

A

study of first-time church
guests suggested a
number of factors that contribute
to a pleasant experience and
influence the guests to return.
The top 10 factors from the
perspective of the happy guest
are as follows:

1. Member Invitation to Sit
Together. Someone asked
the guests to sit with them.
“You know, as a single person,
I can feel pretty lonely sitting
by myself. I am so glad
Joanie asked me to sit with
her. We plan to get together
for coffee.”
2. Members Introducing
Themselves. People
introduced themselves to
the guests. “Several people
introduced themselves to me.
I did not get the impression
it was either contrived or
routine.”
3. Effective Signage. There
was clear signage. “From the
parking lot to the children’s
area to the worship center,

everything was clearly
marked. It was easy to
navigate.”
4. Easy-to-Locate Welcome
Center. There was a clearly
marked welcome center. “It
made it really easy for me
to ask questions and to get
some information on the
church.”
5. Fun and Inviting Children’s
Area. The kids loved the
children’s area. “My kids
were so happy with their
experiences. We will be back
for sure.”
6. Safe and Secure Children’s
Area. The children’s area was
secure and sanitary. “That is
one of the first things I check
when I go to a church. This
church gets an A+!”
7. Convenient Guest Parking.
Guest parking was clearly
visible. “From the moment
we drove into the parking lot,
I could find the guest parking.
It was marked very well.”
8. No Forced Greeting Time.
The church did not have a

stand-and-greet time. “My
wife and I just moved to
the area and are visiting
churches. If we visit one with
that fake stand-and-greet
time, we don’t return.”
9. C
 aring Members. The
members were not pushy.
“They seemed to really care
about us rather than just
making us another number
on the membership roll.”
10.Simple and Easy Guest Card.
The guest card was simple
to complete. “Some of the
cards in other churches ask
for too much information.
This one was perfect and
simple.”
The first step in becoming a
welcoming church may be the
admission that your church is
not really a welcoming church.
Are you facing reality in your
church?
(Excerpted from Becoming
a Welcoming Church by Thom
S. Rainer. Copyright 2018, B&H
Publishing Group.)
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and Doe v. Bolton decisions legalized
abortion through all nine months of the
pregnancy. “As in past years, this poll
shows that the pro-choice label on the
abortion issue is simply insufficient,” said
poll organizer Carl Anderson. “The majority
of Americans—in both parties—support
legal restrictions on abortion.”
The survey also found that 54 percent
of Americans oppose taxpayer funding of
abortion in the US, and 75 percent oppose
taxpayer funding of abortion abroad.
Meanwhile, 62 percent oppose abortion
in cases of Down Syndrome, and 59 percent
would ban abortion after 20 weeks, except
to save the mother’s life. “Two-thirds of
Americans want Roe revisited to allow for
state regulation of abortion or to ban it
altogether,” Anderson said. “The majority of
the American people deserve to have their
opinions heard.”

China Bans One of the
Ten Commandments (4)
Chinese officials entered a church recently
and ordered the removal of one of the
Ten Commandments—the first one—in
another example of the nation’s crackdown
on Christianity. This incident took place
in a government-approved “Three-Self
Church” and not in an illegal, unregistered
congregation. About 30 government
officials from the “patrol inspection team”
took part in the examination of the church.

An “official inspected the church thoroughly,
stopped in front of the pulpit, and pointed
to one of the Ten Commandments” on the
wall.
“This must be removed,” the official said.
He was referencing the first commandment: “You shall have no other gods before
me.” When church officials protested, the
government official responded that President Xi Jinping “opposes this statement.”
“If anyone doesn’t agree, they are fighting
against the country,” the official said. He
warned the church, “This is a national policy.
You should have a clear understanding
of the situation. Don’t go against the
government.”  
Church members removed the Ten
Commandments sign. “In China, practicing
your faith is difficult,” a church member
said. “They are trying to corrupt our faith
and make us betray God.”
All religious creeds must be subordinate
to the government. Religious citizens must
first worship the Communist Party—only
then can they worship God.

The Countries Where
It’s Hardest to Follow
Jesus
Christian persecution has worsened in the
most populous countries in the world, China
and India, putting millions more believers
at risk for their faith. The two Asian nations
moved up on Open Doors’ annual ranking
Continued on page 4
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of the 50 countries where it’s hardest to
be a Christian. India entered the World
Watch List’s top 10 for the first time, due to
a growing Hindu nationalist threat stirring
anti-Christian
sentiments.
Meanwhile
China, where the Communist government
continues closing major congregations and
detaining Christian leaders, climbed from
number 43 to number 27 on the list.
Researchers calculate that 1 in 3 Asian
Christians now experience high levels of
persecution.
In Nigeria at least 3,700 Christians
were killed for their faith—almost double
the number of a year ago—with villages
completely abandoned by Christians who
were forced to flee, as their armed attackers
then moved in to settle. Of the 4,136 total
deaths for Christian faith in the top 50
countries, Nigeria alone accounts for about
90 percent.
Overall, 1 in 6 African Christians now
experiences high levels of persecution. An
estimated 245 million Christians in the 50
countries on this year’s rankings experience
high levels of persecution.
World Watch List Top 10
1. North Korea
2. Afghanistan
3. Somalia
4. Libya
5. Pakistan
6. Sudan
7. Eritrea
8. Yemen
9. Iran
10. India

Congregation Splits
from Scottish Episcopal
Church (5)
A congregation in Aberdeen, Scotland, is
parting ways with the Scottish Episcopal
Church (SEC) because of concerns that
biblical authority is being compromised.
Westhill Community Church is withdrawing
from the SEC after 83 percent of its members
voted to leave.
Announcing its decision, the church said
it was concerned about the “continued
liberal trajectory” of the SEC. The rector of
Westhill, canon Ian Ferguson, said that the
SEC had made “a number of decisions that
it could not accept. Our church was not
able to feel they could go on the trajectory
that the SEC are going, and they wanted to
maintain their sense of biblical authority
and their fellowship with the wider Anglican
Communion which is being torn apart by
decisions of some provinces,” he said.
In 2017, the Scottish Episcopal Church
was barred from leadership roles in the
Anglican Communion after it voted to
allow same-sex couples to be married in its
churches.
The Anglican Communion has been
fractured over the issue of homosexuality
for many years, with the Scottish Episcopal
Church and the Episcopal Church in the USA
becoming increasingly liberal, while other
provinces, notably those in the Global South,
continue to hold to orthodox teaching.

Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.
1 THESSALONIANS 5:17-18
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