
Country in Focus: Réunion (1)

Réunion is a 1,000-square-mile, rugged and mountainous island in the Indian 
Ocean, 425 miles east of Madagascar, with a population of 837,000. Réunion’s 
economy is based on agriculture and tourism and is heavily dependent on 
French and EU subsidies and aid, as well as income from military bases. There 
are high rates of unemployment and emigration. 

There has been dramatic growth in churches since 1966 when the French Assemblies of 
God arrived, and then after 1970 when Africa Evangelical Fellowship (today a part of SIM) 
missionaries began working in the country. YWAM has a productive ministry motivating youth 
for evangelism and missions. Christian media, including Bible distribution, literature, and 
radio, continue to be ways to reach many of the country’s poorest and most disadvantaged 
people.

Prayer concerns:

• The dark legacy of slavery, abolished in 1848, still overshadows the present.

• Poverty, unemployment, alcoholism, and family dysfunction plague and marginalize large 
segments of the underclass.

• Eighty percent of the population claim a Catholic faith, though either very nominal or 
syncretized with Hinduism and African witchcraft. Many call themselves Christians but do 
not truly know the delivering power of Christ in their lives.

• Mature leadership in local churches is needed—most leaders have informal training or 
must leave the country to get advanced schooling.

Continued on page 2

Iranians Flee Country, 
Convert to Christianity (2)

Iranian refugees in Turkey are converting from 
Islam to Christianity in such numbers that 
churches can’t keep up with the demand, 
experts in the region say. Sebnem Koser 
Akcapar, a sociology professor at Istanbul’s 

Koç University, said that the numbers of 
Iranian converts to Christianity has “grown 
tremendously over the years. A small church 
consisting of 20 to 30 families has become a 
much bigger congregation housing 80 to 100 
people on a regular Sunday.”

One of those converts is 37-year-old 
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Iranians Flee Country, Convert to Christianity, continued from page 1

Farzana, who didn’t give her last name 
for fear of her safety. Converts from Islam 
to Christianity in Iran can face the death 
penalty.

“It feels good. Our relationship to God 
becomes closer,” Farzana said of her new 
faith.

Farzana walked away from Islam because 
of the way Iran treats women. After she 
divorced her abusive husband, a court gave 
him custody of the children. “I became 
disillusioned with Islam,” she said. “That 
judge sitting there and giving orders was 
completely siding with men. Everywhere in 
Iran men come before women.”

“[Iranians] don’t see any hope,” an 
unidentified refugee said. “They are in 
search of God, but they want to find another 
path because they’re discontent with the 
options they’ve been given.”

Egyptian Christians 
Jailed for Unlicensed 
Worship (3)

After Muslim mobs demonstrated against 

the Virgin Mary and St. Mahrael Church in 

Luxor governorate, police accused Coptic 

Catholics of worshiping without a permit 

and closed the church in Al-Zeneeqa village, 

which has been holding worship services 

at the site for 18 years. The Copts were 

arrested even though they did not take any 

action against the demonstrators. Besides 

charging the Christians with worshiping in 

an unlicensed venue, the police charged 

them and the Muslims with illegal gathering, 

disrupting public peace, and inciting 

sectarian strife, according to local media. 

This church was the third in Luxor to be 

closed in a span of four months after Muslim 

Spring is finally here, a 
time of renewed motiva-

tion. This season brings an 

excitement to try new things 

or clean up clutter. So why 

not give your church website 

a little seasonal makeover 

too? Here are three things 

you can do to make your 

site more welcoming and 

effective.

Tell More Stories
Everyone desires personal 

connection, and your web-

site visitors are no different. 

Rather than just listing what 

ministries you offer, ask 

people involved in each one 

to tell their stories. Sharing 

how each ministry has made 

a difference in someone’s 

life will draw others to join 

in. 

Update Photos
Update website photos with 

spring-themed images. If 

you use stock photography, 

replace it with views of your 

own building and congrega-

tion. Photos of real people in 

real situations will help give 

your visitors better insight 

into who you are.

Simplify Your Website
Your website should have 

the most essential informa-

tion, arranged logically. Can 

a potential visitor quickly 

find your address, service 

times, and available minis-

tries? Can your regular at-

tenders easily find details 

about upcoming activities? 

Is your language simple 

and your navigation well 

organized? Rule of thumb: 

you should be able to find 

whatever you’re looking for 

on a website in three clicks 

or less. More than that and 

your website is too compli-

cated.

This month you can . . . 
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extremists protested their existence, giving 
police the pretext of security threats for 
shutting them down. 

Hundreds of churches have submitted 
applications for legalization under a 
law passed in 2016 regulating church 
construction, a law that Human Rights 
Watch has described as discriminating 
against Christians. But in the past 11 
months, authorities have approved only 
220 of the 3,730 church and other ministry 
buildings that have applied. Many churches 
have already waited 15 years for decisions 
on their applications for permits.

Finnish Tourists 
Arrested in Malaysia (4)

Four tourists in Malaysia have been arrested 
for distributing Christian materials at a 
resort island. Two women and two men, all 
from Finland, were taken into custody after 
police received complaints about the group. 
During the arrests, the police seized 47 pens 
with Bible verses and 336 notebooks that 
had Bible texts.

The tourists will be investigated for 
allegedly “causing disharmony and 
violating their visa status.” According to 
the Associated Press, the group will be 
deported, and they will be barred from 
returning to Malaysia.

Trying to convert Muslims to other 

religions is against the law in Malaysia. 
Muslims make up about two-thirds of the 
country’s 31 million people.

Max Lucado Calls 
On Men to Listen to 
Women (5)

During an evangelical summit on abuse at 
Wheaton College, influential Christian author 
and preacher Max Lucado encouraged men 
to listen to the stories women are sharing. 
Revealing that he, too, was a victim of 
sexual abuse in his youth, Lucado publicly 
repented for times in his own ministry 
when he took conversations about women 
and abuse too lightly. “My name is also on 
the list of those who have been sexually 
abused,” Lucado said. “As a young man, in 
my boyhood, not by a church member or a 
family member but by a community leader.”

The Texas pastor also voiced regret over 
his failure to take conversations about 
sexual assault as seriously as he should 
have. “I’d also like to add my name to the 
list of those who have sensed today some 
desire for increased personal repentance,” 
said Lucado. “In listening, I thought, ‘I had 
a conversation with her, I could have done 
better.’ Or remembering the locker room 
banter from my football days many, many 
years ago. And just condescending attitudes 
that I as a senior pastor have employed. So I 
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seek the Lord’s forgiveness.”
Lucado continued, “Now is the time for 

across-the-coffee-table conversations that 
begin with the words: ‘Help me to understand 
what it’s like to be a female in this day and 
age. Help me to understand what it’s like to 
never go on a jog without carrying a canister 
of mace. Help me to know what it’s like to 
overhear guys chuckling about weight or 
bust size. Help me to understand what 
it’s like to always be outnumbered in the 
boardroom. Help me to understand what 
it’s like to be hugged chest to chest, unable 
to break free. Help me to understand what 
it’s like to fear filing a workplace complaint 
because my supervisors are all male. Help 
me to understand what it’s like to be the 
brunt of catcalls, whistles, and dirty jokes. 
Help me to understand.’”

Police in Laos Arrest 
Worshiping Christians (6)

While raiding a church worship service, 
police in Laos arrested 78-year-old Grandma 
Bounlam, as well as three men, according to 
an advocacy group. The four Christians have 
since been released. The three men were 
held in handcuffs and feet stocks. Police 
also evicted them from their homes and 
property. Villagers said the worshipers were 
arrested for believing in Jesus Christ, and 
they face the threat of unspecified criminal 
charges. Area Christians said police have 
threatened more severe punishment if the 
Lao Christians do not renounce Christianity, 
which is considered an enemy of the single-

party, Marxist-Leninist country.
In other reports, Laos authorities have 

been arresting, detaining, and exiling 
followers of minority religions, particularly 
Christians, especially in isolated villages. 
Authorities have attempted to force some 
religious minority members to renounce 
their faith. Others have faced imprisonment, 
arrest, detention, and fines.

Only 1.7 percent of the Lao population is 
Christian, according to the 2015 national 
census. A 2016 decree on religion states 
that nearly all aspects of religious practice—
holding religious services, building houses 
of worship, modifying existing structures, 
and establishing new congregations—
require permission from a local Ministry of 
Home Affairs branch office, regardless of 
whether a group is recognized or registered 
nationally.
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Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love— 
and the greatest of these is love.

1 CORINTHIANS 13:13


